A HISTORY OF POLAND
bitter oppression of the last hundred years hardly a single
Pole could be said to have become denationalized, or to
have lost any of the character, courage, and aspirations4
of his race.
The conduct of Prussia towards her Polish subjects
differed but in manner and motive from that of Russia.
The Prussian regime certainly opened with finer promise.
Prince Radziwill was appointed Viceroy of Prussian
Poland, and another able Pole, Zerboni de Sposetti, was
made governor. The government appointments were
given to Poles, and the Polish language was used in all
State affairs. A Land Bank was established in the prov-
ince, which was still operating with advantage to the
agricultural community when die War of 1914-18 broke
out. In 1823 means were devised whereby the Polish
peasants could obtain land at reasonable terms, and the
peasants benefited immediately and permanently by the
change.
As early even as 1817, however, the attempt at de-
nationalization had begun. German officials were intro-
duced, the schools were gradually Germanized, and the
use of the Polish language was more and more dis-
couraged. In 1827 the promise of autonomy was
redeemed by the institution of a mock Diet at Posen,
composed of four nobles, twenty-two deputies elected
by die noble class, sixteen by burghers, and eight by
peasants. Three years later a very thorough campaign
of Germanization was initiated by a new governor
named Flottwell. This continued in a modified form,
but without much success, until 1873. Then Bismarck
himself grew alarmed at the increase in the number and
prosperity of the Poles in German Poland, and began to
institute severely repressive measures. His first step was
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